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Do all to the

glory of God -

(1 Cor 10:31)

By Steven Chan

e are faced with many
decisions to make in
our lives. How do we
decide what is the
right thing to do?2 What is the determining
factor in our decisions? What criteria
should we use to make those decisions?
How we decide and what we do have
significant impacts in our lives on earth
and in many instances have eternal conse-
quences. Some have asked: is it okay for
a Christian to dance? Is it okay for a
Christian to drink? Is it okay for a Chris-
tian to marry a non-Christian? What kind
of attire may a Christian lady wear that
complies with 1 Tim 2:9: “to adorn them-

selves in modest apparel, with propriety
and moderation, not with braided hair or
gold or pearls or costly clothing”2 How do
we decide? :

In 1 Cor 10:31-33, after a discussion

. on whether a Christian should eat food

that has been offered to idols, the apostle

. Paul concluded with this very important

and enlightening statement:

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God. Give no offense, either to the Jews
or to the Greeks or to the church of God,
just as | also please all men in all things,

. not seeking my own profit, but the profit

of many, that they may be saved.”
In the above-stated verse, there are

" two very important requirements which

should serve as a guide to our daily deci-
sion-making process.

(A) Firstly, the Bible says, in ALL mat-
ters (whether eat or drink or whatever
you do), do ALL to the Glory of God. In
other words, we should always ask the

* question: will this glorify God?

In Lev 10:1-3, when “Nadab and Abi-

- hu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer

and put fire in it, put incense on it, and
offered profane fire before the LORD,
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And whatever you
do in word or deed,
do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giv-
ing thanks to God
the Father through
Him.” (Col 3:17)

“ WILL THIS

GLORIFY GOD? ”
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which He had not command-
ed them, fire went out from
the LORD and devoured
them, and they died before
the LORD. And Moses said
to Aaron, "This is what the
LORD spoke, saying: By
those who come near Me |
must be regarded as holy;
and before all the people |
must be glorified.' "

It is evident that God
was not pleased nor glori-
fied when the sons of Aa-
ron, Nadab & Abihu
“offered profane fire be-
fore the LORD, which He
had not commanded them’
— and Moses took the op-
portunity to.remind Aaron
(who must have been quite
upset with the death of his
two sons) that those who
seek to “come near Me”
must regard God as holy
and that He must be glori-
fied. When the two men
offered up to God some-
thing “which God had not
commanded them” (i.e. they
took liberty with what they
offer to God), they failed
to regard God as holy and
failed to glorify Him before
all the people.

Hence, we learn that
God will be glorified when
we do all things in His
name: “And whatever you
do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God
the Father thréugh
Him.” (Col 3:17). Doing all
in the name of the Lord Je-
sus implies that we do all
by His authority — and we
would only be able to as-
certain His authority if we
abide by His teachings:
“Whoever transgresses and
does not abide in the doc-
trine of Christ does not have
God. He who abides in the

Ll

doctrine of Christ has both
the Father and the Son.” (2
John 9) -

In John 15:8, Jesus said:
“By this My Father is glori-
fied, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My dis-
ciples.” He went on to say:
“You did not choose Me, but
| chose you and appointed
you that you should go and
bear frujt, and that your
fruit should remain, that
whatever you ask the Fa-
ther in My name He may
give you. (John 15:16) That
appointment to “go and
bear fruit” was clearly stat-
ed in Mait 28:18-20: “All
authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe
all things that | have com-
manded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to
the end of the age.” In 1
Cor 3:5-15, the apostle
Paul discussed the work of
planting and watering the
seed (which is the Word of
God — Luke 8:11) and how
God is the one who gives
the increase — and then he
went on to exhort brethren
to be careful how we build
the church which is built on
the foundation of Christ
(Matt 16:18): “For we are
God's fellow workers; you
are God's field, you are
God's building. According
to the grace of God which
wds given to me, as a wise
master builder | have laid
the foundation, and another
builds on it. But let each one
take heed how he builds on
it. For no other foundation
can anyone lay than that
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which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if anyone builds
on this foundation with gold, -
silver, precious stones,
woad, hay, straw, each
one's work will become
clear; for the Day will de-
clare it, because it will be
revealed by fire; and the
fire will test each one's
work, of what sort it is. If
anyone's work ‘which he has
built on it endures, he will
receive a reward. If any-
one's work is burned, he will
suffer loss; but he himself
will be saved, yet so as
through fire.”

It is clear that God de-
sires for Christians to glorify
Him by “goingand bearing
much fruit” and that those
fruit should remain (endure)
so that Go will be glorified
and we will have our re-
ward. Brethren, it is evident
that we need to build a
church that will last through
the fiery test (and not tem-
poral).

. In John 17:4, Jesus
prayed to the Father: |
have glorified You on the
earth. | have finished the
work which You have given
Me to do” and He said in
Luke 19:10: “for the Son of
Man has come to seek and
to save that which was lost."
“For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for
many." (Mark 10:45)

For that reason Chris-
tians ought to regard our-
selves as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God
and we ought to do every-
thing in such a way that
God is glorified: “As each
one.has received a gift,
minister it to one another, as
good stewards of the mani-
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fold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the
oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the
ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glo-
rified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the
dominion forever and. ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11). Use
what we have been blessed with to serve one another —in
accordance with the ability and to the extent of our ability —
and God will be glorified through Jesus Christ. The ministering
unto one another is to keep the saved, safe by building up
one another (Eph 4:11-16)

(B) Hence, the second question we should ask ourselves is
this: “Will this decision contributes towards the salvation of |
many?” — as was stated in | Cor 10:32,33 when the apostle
Paul said: “Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the
Greeks or to the church of God, just as | also please all men
in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of
many, that they may be saved.” There are two aspects to be
considered: Firstly, will this action or decision stumble or of-
fend anyone (Rom 14:13-21) as regards their salvation? Sec-
ondly, will it contribute posi'rively or profitably towards the
salvation of many?

Rom 14:15: “Yet if your brother is grieved because of
your food, you are no longer walking in love.” The Bible re- |
quires us to walk in love as is also reflected in the two great
commandments (Matt 2:36-40) — to love God (for my salva-
tion) and to love our neighbour (for the latter’s salvation).
Therefore, when one’s action or decision offends a brother (in
permitted optional matters; and not required matters or for-
bidden matters as evident in the passage under discussion in
Rom 14), one is not walking in'love.

It is important to note that the glorification of God is
closely-linked to the work of saving the souls of man and that
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our decision-making process needs to take into account
whether God is glorified and more specifically, whether it
offends or stumbles one from becoming or remaining a Chris=
tian, and whether it contributes profltobly towards the salva-
tion of many.

If we use the two criteria:-

does it glorify God (is it in accordance with His will and
by His authority) and

does it offend/stumble one from becoming or remaining
as a Christian, or does it con'rrlbute towards the salvation of
many);

then Christians are well-equipped to make 'the opproprl-
ate decisions in this life.

Will dancing or drinking alcoholic beverages or taking
drugs or wearing worldly attires, or whatever activities that
one may engage in, glorify God and positively influence
many towards their salvation? If they do not, then one should
refrain from them. Similarly, should one attend all the ser-
vices of the church? Should one volunteer to serve in some
capacities in the church? If these activities will help many to
be strengthened and to be saved, then we ought to do it.
This' decision-making process takes one away from entering '
into a debate of whether an activity is specifically required
or forbidden in the Bible. Lest any misunderstands the afore- -
stated, this does not mean that we should not search the
Scriptures to ascertain what the Bible requires or forbids. It
simply means that if we walk in love and by the principles
discussed above, we would be able to serve and glorify Him
without even having to enter into that discussion. “Love does
no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the
law.” (Rem 13:10)

e Bro Samnas Pillai - who was injured in an accident the
past week.

e Bro Joseph Choy’s father - Patrick Choy Foo Weng
who is being treated for chronic lung fibrosis.

e Bro Sam & Sis Magdalene Tan thank the church for
calls, prayers and outpouring of love and care for their
baby boy, Caleb. They thank the Lord for answered
prayers as Caleb’s condition has improved without medi-
cation. Liver enzyme is still high but trending down whilst

joundice level is within acceptable range.
Please continue to remember them in your prayers.

INTERCONGREGATIONAL
FAMILY CAMP

Moy

30-June 1, 2011
NUBE Centre,
Port Dickson
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Our Visitors and Visiting Brethren

VISITORS VISITING BRETHREN
February 25, 2011 February 25, 2011

e Ong Jae Wen (Friend of Tan Ern Shern) e Rosalind Koay (England)
e Christopher Wan (Chuan Lek) e Koay Chiang Loong (NZ)
February 27, 2011 February 27, 2010

e Ong Jae Wen (Friend of Tan Ern Shern) e lvan Wan

¢ Nicolas Choy (Joseph Choy) e Tee Ann Nee (China)

e Lee Yee Wan (Annie Lim) e Stephen Tan (Perth)

e Rosalind Koay (England)

Be diligent to pre-

Services This Week (March 6, 2011)

Bible Class
Lesson: The Church and You
Teacher: Ronnie Lee

Youth Bible Class
Lesson: Why | Believe the Bible is Inspired by God
Teacher: Daryl Kirk

Worship
Lesson: Opportunities to Serve God & Be Rewarded
Preacher: Steven Chan

Helpers

Communion:  Quay Yam Suan & Joanna Quek
Statistics for week February 25-27, 2011

Friday Bible Class Attendance - 61
Sunday Bible Class - 62
Sunday School

Teachers - 10

Students - 16 88
Sunday English Worship - 90
Children in attendance - 20
Mandarin Worship - 20
Tamil Worship - 16

sent yourself ap-
proved to God, a
worker who does not
need to be

ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of
truth. (2 Tim 2:15)

Services Next Week (March 13, 2011)

Bible Class
Lesson: Increasing Opportunities to Share the Gospel
Teacher: Rick Kirk
Youth Bible Class
Lesson: Ascertaining Bible Authority (1)
Teacher: Steven Chan
Worship
Lesson: Peace in the Midst of Tribulations
Preacher: Richard Lim
Helpers

Communion:  Quek Cheng See & Aevyn Quek
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Speak where the Bible speaks. Be silent where the Bible is silent.

KLANG CHURCH OF CHRIST

11 Jalan Teluk Pulai
4110 Klang, Selangot,
Malaysia

Phone: 603-3372 1658
Fax: 603-3372 8307
Email: kcoc@pc.jaring.my

Elders:
® Koay Chuan Lek

Tel: (603) 3341 9577
Email: koaylek@gmail.com

® Steven Chan

Tel: (6012) 206 6618
Email: steventkchan@gmail.com

The Klang Church of Christ seeks to glorify its Founder and Head, Jesus Christ (Matt 16:18;
Col 1:18), by proclaiming salvation on the same terms stated by Jesus in Mark 16:16: “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved”.

. Having been born agafn. (John 3:3-5) through bd[:.)fism in water (Titus 3:5; Eph 5:26; | Pet

3:21; Rom 6:3-5), we acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus, that “Christ lives in me and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God” (Gal 2:20). Thus, like the apostle
Paul we can say, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13).

We appeal to all believers to be united in love as desired by the Lord (John 17:20-23;
13:34,35) and that all may “speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among us,
but that we be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”(1 Cor
1:10).

Denominationalism does not feature in God’s plan. We urge all to leave denominationalism
and to be united in One Body (Eph 2:15-17) on the basis of what the Bible says (and to leave
aside the teachings and traditions that are man-made as these are the cause of division among
believers). “The churches of Christ greet you”. (Rom 16:16)

‘We're on the web. Visit us at http://www.klangcbluwofchrist.org |

Visit the Youth Blogsite at Visit the Sunday School Blogsite at

www.ahadschool.blogspot.com

http://youths-kcoc.blogspot.com

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Away - Chris Ooi is-on a business trip to USA.
- Allen & Lily Tan are on holiday in China.

Please keep the travelers in your prayers. "

e Sunday School Field Trip to Bukit Melawati - Mart®, 2011. Contact Sis Yen
Nee/Sis Lydia Teh.

e Monthly Review Meeting— March 7, 2011 at 8.00 pnthet Annex Room A

e Annual General Meeting—March 27, 2011

o NOTE from Sis Margaret Drake, a professor of Engiimgy and regular visitor to
the Klang church of Christ many years ago (antiastrong supporter), conveys |
her regards to the church and wishes to informghathas now moved away from

Circleville, Ohio to her new residence in lowa Citybe closer to her daughter, Vir-

ginia. Sis Margaret Drake's new address is asvistio
1020 S. Scott Blvd. #216
lowa City, 1A 52240
Phone: 319-341-4257

She enjoys reading our bulletins and requestedobulle“un to be sent to her new
address. Please keep her in your prayers anditotaiher whenever you have the
opportunity. She will be pleased to hear from you.



