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If ye have faith

By Steven Chan

n Matt 17:14-21, the Bible re-

cords the account of a certain man

whose son was afflicted with a
condition that caused him to do harm to
himself and he was a constant danger to
himself. His father said that he would oc-
casionally fall into the fire or into the wa-
ter. Like most parents, the father would
have almost exhausted all the possible
avenues for a cure for his son’s malady.
When he heard of the disciples’ power to
heal, he brought his son to them so that
they could heal him.: Unfortunately, he
must have been greatly disappointed
when the disciples of Jesus also could not
heal him.

According to Matt 9:35, Jesus Himself

“went about all the cities and villages,

teaching in their synagogues, and preach-

ing the gospel of the kingdom, and heal-
ing every sickness and every disease
among the people.” So, Jesus gave the
same power to His disciples.

In Matt 10:1, the Bible recorded that

. “when (Jesus) had called.unto him his

twelve disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out,

and to heal all manner of sickness and all

manner of disease.” The disciples were
empowered by Jesus with power to heal
“all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease” — in other words, they could heal
all sickness and disease.

Unfortunately, in this instance, the nine

" disciples could not heal the person who

had been tormented by this sickness since

“he was a child (Mark 9:21). According to

the accounts of both Matthew and Mark,
Jesus was not with them at that time be-
cause He had gone up to the mountain
together with Peter, James & John where
He was transfigured and God the Father
had testified with His voice saying: “This is

+ my beloved Son: hear him.” (Mark 9:7).

Evidently, the other nine disciples who did

. not go with Jesus up to the mountain could

not heal the poor afflicted son.
Nonetheless, the father did not give up
hope because when he saw Jesus, he knelt
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THAT BELIEVETH.
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the Lord said, "If
you have faith as a

mustard seed, you
can say to this mul-
berry tree, 'Be
pulled up by the
roots and be
planted in the sea,’
and it would obey
you. (Luke 17:6)

“IF THOU
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down before Him, and said,
“Lord, have mercy on my
son” (Matt 17:14, 15). The
father pleaded for mercy
to be extended to his tor-
mented son. The multitude
watched the unfolding
drama. The scribes were
questioning (or most proba-
bly challenging them) the
nine disciples in the absence
of their master — probably
because they had not been
able to heal the tormented
son. According to Mark
9:16, Jesus “asked the
scribes: what question ye
with them?” - and reference
was then made to the fact
that His nine disciples could
not heal the tormented son.

To the scribes, the inabil-
ity of the nine disciples to
heal the sick son was
probably of theological
interest to them. They were
probably interested in the
issue because the inability
of the disciples to heal pro-
vided a basis for them to
reject the claims of divinity
of Jesus and that all should
listen to Him.

But the father’s interest
was simply that his son be
healed and he was not con-
cerned with whatever dis-
putes that the scribes had
with Jesus and His disciples.
So, he pleaded for mercy
from Jesus so that his son
could be healed. He said to
Jesus: “if thou canst do any
thing, have compassion on
us, and help us.” (Mark
9:22)

Like many today, the
father thought nothing of
what he himself needed to
do in order for his child to
be healed; he was focused
on what others could do for
his son — so he asked Jesus
to do something and help
his son. But Jesus empha-
sized that he himself

Continued from Page 1

needed to do something
first if he wishes his one to
be healed — he needed first
to believe in God and His
power to heal. But he has
not yet seen his:son healed;
so how could he believe?
Yet, he needed to believe
first — probably based on
the many healings Jesus
had performed prior to this
instance.

Jesus then said unto him:
“If thou ¢anst believe, all
things are possible to him
that believeth. And
straightway the father of
the child cried out, and said
with tears, Lord, | believe;
help thou mine unbe-
lief” (Mark 9:23, 24). The
father pleads for compas-
sion and. help for his son. In
response to the father’s
statement “if thou canst do
anything”, Jesus pointed out
to the father that the prob-
lem was not with whether
Jesus “can do anything” for
the son, rather the question
was whether the father had
faith in God’s power to
heal.

According to Heb 11:6:
“But without faith it is impos-
sible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.”
The problem has always
been that of whether one
has faith in God as regards
His existence and that He is
a Rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him — that
we would seek Him in
prayer with the knowledge
and assurance that He
hears and answers our
prayers. Jesus affirmed
that “all things are possible
to him that believeth” in
God and His Power to de-
liver. According to | John
5:4, “this is the victory that

hath overcome the world,
even our faith.”

The father immediately
understood Jesus and cried
out with tears, “Lord, | be-
lieve; help:thou mine unbe-
lief”. The father expressed
his personal belief in God
but realizes that his faith
may not yet be strong
enough and so, he asks for
help for whatever may be
lacking or inadequate in his
faith. The Bible tells us
about faith that comes from
hearing the word of God
(Rom 10:17) and that faith
can and should increase
from as small as a mustard
seed. In Luke 17:5-6, “the
apostles said unto the Lord,
Increase our faith. And the
Lord said, if ye had faith as_ .
a grain of mustard seed, ye
might say unto this sycamine
tree, Be thou plucked up by
the root, and be thou
planted in the sea; and it
should obey you.” We need
to realize that we need to
build up and strengthen our
faith by feeding on God’s
word (1 Pet 2:2; 2 Pet 3:
17,18)

Whatever amount of
faith the father had, he had
expressed it — and being
concerned that that level of
faith may not be enough, he
asked the Lord to help him.
God does not demand that
we 'must have incredibly
strong faith before He can
help us. He asked only that
we start to have faith in Him
and that we be prepared
to ask God, like the disci-
ples in Luke 17:5, to in-
crease our faith. In 2 Thess
1:3, Paul wrote of the
church at Thessalonica: “We
are bound to give thanks to
God always to you, breth-
ren, even as it is meet, for
that your faith growth ex-
ceedingly...” Yes, indeed
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: “Yeaq, though | walk
through the valley of
the shadow of

death, | will fear no
evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort
me.” (Psalms 23:4)

“ THE POWER
IS NOT IN THE
GREATNESS OF
OUR FAITH BUT
IN THE
GREATNESS OF
GOD’S POWER ”
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If ye have faith

our faith ought to grow. But
as the father learned, even
with the little faith that he
had, God was willing to -
bless him with the healing of
his son. Yes, upon his'confes-
sion of faith, Jesus healed
the tormented son, thereby
immediately demonstrating
that He was truly the Son of
God.

The power is not in the
greatness of our faith but in
the greatness of God’s
power - we must believe in
God. Jesus emphasized the
same requirement in Mark
11:22-24: “And Jesus an-
swering saith unto them,
Have faith in God. Verily |
say unto you, Whosoever
shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou taken up and cast
into the sea; and shall not
doubt in his heart, but shall
believe that what he saith
cometh to pass; he shall
have it. Therefore | say unto
you, All things whatsoever
ye pray and ask for, be-
lieve that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.”

According to Matt 17:
19-21: “Then came the dis-
ciples to Jesus apart, and
said, why could not we cast

him out?2 And Jesus said unto
them, Because of your un-
belief: for verily | say unto
you, if ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye
shall say unto this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder
place; and it shall remove;
and nothing shall be impos-
sible unto you. Howbeit this
kind goeth not out but by
prayer and fasting.”

The problem of the lack
of faith affects not only
those seeking deliverance
from God but also those
seeking to do God’s work.
In the present instance, Jesus
explained why the disciples
could not heal the sick and
afflicted boy — it is
“because of your unbelief”
and that fact they needed
to “fast and pray”. Jesus
emphasized that “if ye
have faith as a mustard
seed..., nothing shall be
impossible unto you”. How-
ever, it also requires-their
effort in self-denial and
much prayer. God can work
far greater works than we
can possibly imagine, if
only we have the faith-God
expects of us, accompanied
by our earnesiness with
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fasting and prayer. In Eph
3:20, Paul reminded us of
“Him that is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to'the power that
worketh in us” and he him-
self declared in Phil 4:13: “|
can do all things in him that
strengtheneth me.”

So, when we come
across seemingly impossible
obstacles and challenges in
our lives, let us exercise our
faith towards God, and ask
with confidence for His help
in all things — for we are
assured as the father of the
sick child was similarly as-
sured that with God all
things are possible. Past
disappointments even with
those who are servants of
God (as the father experi-
enced with the nine disciples
of Christ) should not cause
us to become skeptical or
doubtful of God’s power
and mercy towards those
who believe in Him. As the
Psalmist says in Psalms
23:4: “Yeaq, though | walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, | will fear
no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.”
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Our Visitors and Visiting Brethren

VISITORS VISITING BRETHREN
October 1, 2010 October 1, 2010
¢ Ong Jae Wen (Friend of Ern Shern) e Tee Ai Vee
e Tee Ann Nee

October 3, 2010
e Ong Jae Wen (Friend of Ern Shern) October 3, 2010
e Dr & Mrs Cheong Wen Hoon (Koay * Tee Ai Vee

Chuan Lek) e Zelda Chan (Jurong)
e Adrian Tan (Shirley Lee) * Audrey Chan (Jurong)

® Magdalene (Jurong)
e Janelle (Jurong)
e Lim Yee Ann (Australia)

e Jason Lim (Yeow Kong)
e Joseph Choy, Daphne, Michelle & Garion

Be diligent to pre-

Services This Week (October 10, 2010) sent yourself ap-
proved to God, a
Bible Class worker who does not
Lesson: The Rich Man & Lazarus :i:jn:: d%erighﬂy
Teacher: Richard Lim dividing the word of
Youth Bible Class truth. (2 Tim 2:15)
Lesson: Joy in Believing (Rom 15:3)
Teacher: Joel Kirk
Worship
Lesson: When Faced with the Need to Suffer Wrongfully (1Pet 2:18-25)

Preacher: Rick Kirk
Floral Display Shirley Lee
Communion Jacqueline Tan & Annie Yu

Services Next Week (October 15 & 17, 2010)

Friday Bible Class

Lesson: Prayer of the Israelites After Return From Captivity
Teacher: Richard Lim
Sunday Bible Class
Lesson: The Unijust Steward
Teacher: Ronnie Lee
Youth Bible Class
Lesson: Peace in Believing (Rom 15:13)
Teacher: Khoo Tze Wei
Worship
Lesson: When Faced with those Seeking to Find Fault With You (Matt 10:16)
Preacher: Richard Lim

Floral Display Chong Siu Hua
Communion Saroja & Celine

Statistics for week October 1 - 3, 2010

Friday Bible Class Attendance - 61
Sunday Bible Class - 69
Sunday School

Teachers - 8

Students - 15 92
Sunday English Worship - 98
Children in attendance - 26
Mandarin Worship - 19
TOTAL SUNDAY ATTENDANCE - 143
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Speak where the Bible speaks. Be silent where the Bible is silent.

KLANG CHURCH OF CHRIST

11 Jalan Teluk Pulai
4110 Klang, Selangot,
Malaysia

Phone: 603-3372 1658
Fax: 603-3372 8307
Email: kcoc@pc.jaring.my

Elders:
® Koay Chuan Lek
Tel: (603) 3341 9577°
_ Email: koaylek@gmail.com
® Steven Chan '
Tel: (6012) 206 6618
Email: steventkchan@gmail.com

The Klang Church of Christ seeks to glorify its Founder and Head, Jesus Christ (Matt 16:18;
Col 1:18), by proclaiming salvation on the same terms stated by Jesus in Mark 16:16: “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved”. .

. Having been born agafn. (John 3:3-5) through bdbﬁsm in water (Titus 3:5;'Eph 5:26; | Pet

3:21; Rom 6:3-5), we acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus, that “Christ lives in me and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God” (Gal 2:20). Thus, like the apostle
Paul we can say, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13).

We appeal to all believers to be united in love as desired by the Lord (John 17:20-23;
13:34,35) and that all may “speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among us,
but that we be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”(1 Cor

1:10).

Denominationalism does not feature in God’s plan. We urge all to leave denominationalism
and to be united in One Body (Eph 2:15-17) on the basis of what the Bible says (and to leave
aside the teachings and traditions that are man-made as these are the cause of division among
believers). “The churches of Christ greet you”. (Rom 16:16)

‘We’'re on the web. Visit us at http://www.klangctiuofchrist.org |

Visit the Sunday School Blogsite at
www.ahadschool.blogspot.com

Visit the Youth Blogsite at
http://youths-kcoc.blogspot.com

CONDOLENCES

We extend our deepest condolences to
the family of Sis Koay
Chai Bee whose elder
sister, Ooi Chai Ngah,
passed away last Sun-
day. Please remember
Sis Chai Bee and family
during this time of be-
reavement.

PRAYER REQUESTS :
<™, ‘o~ -

o Sis So Lee Choo who is being treated
for slipped disc.

o Sis Michelle Bang & Sis Janet Leong of
the PJ Section 17 congregation who are
recuperating from their recent opera-
tions.

o Sis Josephine’s 2 sisters:-

1. Kathy Rajiah - breast cancer

BAPT'SM : 2. Lily Raijiah - bone grafting

We rejoice with the angels in heaven -_', * Bro Guss Eoff - undergoing surgery

on the occasion of the baptism of: e Our young family members who will be

sitting for their upcoming exams.

PMR - Daryl Kirk, Heng lJiao Faye,
Kavita, Leow Huey Jean, Erica & Lim Jia
Chin '
SPM - Bithiah, Leow Huey Shien, Ong Ee
Ren, Isaac, Tan Ern Shern & Ong Jae
Wen

STPM - Lee Tiong Lay

Name : Joseph Choy Chee Yin .




