* Christian Message

KLANG CHURCH OF CHRIST

Volume No. XXl Issue No. 36

Contending for the Once-
for-all Delivered Faith

By Steven Chan

uvde 3:
p “Beloved,
while I'was

for all of us to conten
the following reasons;

1.the faith is an once

giving all diligence
to write unto you of
our common salva-
tion, | was con-
strained to write
unto you exhorting

" you fo contend ear-

nestly for the faith

« which was once for

all delivered unto
the saints.”

In the short letter by
Jude, he highlighted
the necessity (an
exhortation; not
merely an option)

d for the faith for

for all time deliv-

ered faith — it is well defined and
there’s no progressive revelation of

God’s truth today,

2.there 'are those who will introduce
teachings that differ from the body of
teachings delivered by Jesus and His
. apostles, “certain men crept in privily,
even they who were of old written of

beforehand unto th

is condemnation,

ungodly men, turning the grace of our

God into lasciviousness, and denying
our only Master and Lord, Jesus
Christ” (v 4), .

3.unsound doctrine have dire conse-
quences as illustrated by the fate suf-
fered in the various cases of apostasy
recorded in the old testament such as
the unbelieving Israelites, the rebellious
angels, Sodom & Gomorrah, and

" 4.therefore we need to'be merciful and

save those who are entangled in erro-
neous teaching: “and on some have
mercy, who are in doubt; and some
save, snatching them out of the fire;
and on some have mercy with fear;
hating even the garment spotted by the
flesh”.(v 22-23).

The apostle Paul offers an excellent
example of “contending for the faith” in
his letter to the churches at Galatia — and

‘we will do well to be guid-ed by his good

example and exhortation:-

1.He affirmed that the once-for-
delivered faith or body of truth/
doctrine (Rom 6:17) cannot be varied
by any subsequent so-called revela-
tions: ;
“I marvel that ye are so quickly remov-
ing from him that called you in the
grace of Christ unto a different gospel;
which is not another gospel only there
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Sermons in September:
“Receiving All Spiritual
Blessings in Christ”

. THE BLESSING OF BEING
ACCEPTED BY GOD -
KOAY CHUAN LEK

THE BLESSING OF AN

INHERITANCE - RICK KIRK

. THE BLESSING OF BEING
STRONG IN THE LORD
AND IN THE POWER OF
HiS MIGHT - RICHARD
LM

. THE BLESSING OF FILLED
WITH THE SPIRIT - STEVEN
CHAN



“ THE OBJECT
OF
CONTENDING
FOR THE FAITH
ISTO
“RESTORE” THE
ONE WHO IS
OVERTAKEN BY
THE ERROR-”
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Contending for the Faith

are some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though
we, or an angel from heaven, should
preach unto you any gospel other than
that which we preached unto you, let him
be anathema.” (Gal 1:6-8)

2.His contending for the faith had also re-
quired him to resist the apostle Peter
when the latter behaved contrary to
sound doctrine: “But when Cephas came
to Antioch, | resisted him to the face, be-
cause he stood condemned.” (Gal 2:11-
14)

3.He re-affirmed the truth concerning salva-
tion by grace through faith, and that if
anyone desires to be justified by the law,
then that person would have “fallen from
grace”: “Ye are severed from Christ, ye
who would be justified by the law; ye are
fallen away from grace.” (Gal 2-4; 5:4)

4.Anyone who teaches a doctrine contrary
to the once for all delivered faith is effec-
tively preventing one from obeying the
truth as revealed by Jesus through His
apostles: “Ye were running well; who hin-
dered you that ye should not obey the
truth?” (Gal. 5:7)

5.Paul highlights the leavening influence of
false teachings and the need to stop the
spread of error: “This persuasion came
not of him that calleth you. A little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump.” (Gal 5:8,9).
He had said the same to the church at
Corinth: “Your glorying is not good. Know
ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump?2 Purge out the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump, even as ye
are unleavened.”(l Cor 5:6, 7)

6.1n contending for the faith, one should not
become a contentious person: “But if ye
bite and devour one another, take heed
that yé be not consumed one of an-
other.”(Gal 5:15) .“Let us. not be desirous
of vain glory, provoking one another,
envying one another.” (Gal 5:26). Chris-
tians should not be characterized as those
who are always looking for a fight and
none should be motivated by a desire for
vain glory or arrogance in defending the
faith.

7.The beloved apostle who is well-known
for his steadfastness in contending for the
faith, cautioned that we should have the
spirit of meekness when trying to restore
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those in error: “Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiri-
tual, restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted.” (Gal 6:1). “And the
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
in meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves; if God peradventure will give
them repentance to the acknowledging of
the truth; and that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil,
who are taken captive by him at his
will.”(2 Tim 2:24-26) Jude also quoted
the example of “Michael the archangel,
when contending with the devil he dis-
puted about the body of Moses, durst not
bring against him a railing accusation, but
said, The Lord rebuke thee.”(Jude 9)

8.The object of contending for the faith is to
“restore” the one who is overtaken by the
error (Gal 6:1). However, in the event
that such a person refuses to be restored,
then he would need to be'marked and
avoided so that his leavening influence
will be restricted. “But avoid foolish ques-
tions, and genealogies, and contentions,
and strivings about the law; for they are
unprofitable and vain. A man that is an
heretick after the first and second admo-
nition reject; knowing that he that is such is
subverted, and sinneth, being condemned
of himself.”(Titus 3:9-11) “Now | beseech
you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences conirary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them.”(Rom 16:17).

May we be ever mindful of the need
for each and every one of us to be en-
gaged in contending for the once for all
delivered faith — for it is the truth that will
set man free from sin (John 8:32; 17:17). It
is sad that there will always be those who
are “ever learning, and never able to come
to the knowledge of the truth”. (2 Tim 3:7)
Some people just refused to be warned —
as was also observed by Abraham when he
said to the rich man: “If they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, though one rose from the dead”.
(Luke 16:31). Jesus said: “And if the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch.”(Matt 15:14).
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Our Visitors and Visiting Brethren

VISITORS VISITING BRETHREN
August 27, 2010 August 27, 2010

e Ong Jae Wen (Guest of Tan Ern Shern) e Daniel Ooi (England)
August 29, 2010 August 29, 2010

e Ong Jae Wen (Tan Ern Shern) e Daniel Ooi (England)
e Chan Siew Meng (Richard Lim)

e Serene Ng (Yew Chong)

e Joseph Choy & children

Services This Week (September 5, 2010)

Adult Bible Class

Lesson: Parables of Jesus - The Friend at Midnight (Lk 11:1-13)
Teacher: Leow Yew Chong
Youth Bible Class
Lesson: Building Blocks of Faith
Teacher: Steven Chan
Worship
Lesson: The Blessing of Being Acceppted by God
Preacher: Koay Chuan Lek
Helpers

Communion:  Chong Siu Hua & Tan Hong Loon
Floral Display: Yeo Mee Eng
Statistics for week August 27 - 29, 2010

Friday Bible Class Attendance - 59
Sunday Bible Class - 73
Sunday English Worship - 98
Children in attendance - 17
Mandarin Worship - 21
TOTAL SUNDAY ATTENDANCE - 135

Be diligent to pre-
sent yourself ap-
proved to God, a
worker who does not
need to be
ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of
truth. (2 Tim 2:15)

Services Next Week (September 12, 2010)
Adult Bible Class

Lesson: Parables of Jesus - The Rich Fool (Lk 12:13-21)
Teacher: Ng Yeow Kong
Youth Bible Class
Lesson: Building Blocks of Faith
Teacher: Steven Chan
Worship
Lesson: The Blessing of an Inheritance
Preacher: Rick Kirk
Helpers

Communion:  Alix Tay& Jenny Tee
Floral Display: Phelo Lopez
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Speak where the Bible speaks. Be silent where the Bible is silent.

KLANG CHURCH OF CHRIST

11 Jalan Teluk Pulai
4110 Klang, Selangor,
Malaysia

Phone: 603-3372 1658
Fax: 603-3372 8307
Email: kcoc@pc.jaring.my

Elders:
® Koay Chuan Lek

Tel: (603) 3341 9577
Email: koaylek@gmail.com

® Steven Chan

Tel: (6012) 206 6618
Email: steventkchan@gmail.com

The Klang Church of Christ seeks to glorify its Founder and Head, Jesus Christ (Matt 16:18;
Col 1:18), by proclaiming salvation on the same terms stated by Jesus in Mark 16:16: “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved”.

. Having been born agafn. (John 3:3-5) through bd[:.)ﬁsm in water (Titus 3:5; Eph 5:26; | Pet

3:21; Rom 6:3-5), we acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus, that “Christ lives in me and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God” (Gal 2:20). Thus, like the apostle
Paul we can say, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13).

We appeal to all believers to be united in love as desired by the Lord (John 17:20-23;
13:34,35) and that all may “speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among us,
but that we be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”(1 Cor
1:10).

Denominationalism does not feature in God’s plan. We urge all to leave denominationalism
and to be united in One Body (Eph 2:15-17) on the basis of what the Bible says (and to leave
aside the teachings and traditions that are man-made as these are the cause of division among
believers). “The churches of Christ greet you”. (Rom 16:16)

We’'re on the web. Visit us at http://www.klangctluofchrist.org

Visit the Sunday School Blogsite at
www.ahadschool.blogspot.com

Visit the Youth Blogsite at
http://youths-kcoc.blogspot.com

+ o QOur young ones who_will sitting for vari-

P

ous examinations:-

1.UPSR - Leow Huey Li, Julius Koh, Calvin
Premsath, Edward & Cheah Ya Nan

2.PMR - Daryl Kirk, Heng lJiao Faye,
Kavita, Leow Huey Jean, Erica & Lim
Chia Chin

3.SPM - Bithiah, Leow Huey Shien, Ong Ee
Ren, Isaac Samnas, Tan Ern Shern, Ong
Jae Wen

4, STPM - Lee Tiong Lay

Please continue to pray for:

e Bro Han Seng (Ipoh)

o Sis Rose Zaccheus

o.Krishnan aged 23, (a: friend of Sis
Shirley Lee), who has been diagnosed
with stage 4 cancer, and is receiving che-
motherapy in the University Hospital.

Monthly Review Meeting
September 6, 2010

8.00 pm

Annex Room A

AWAY

e Bro Ng Yeow Kong is preaching and
worshipping with brethren in Kuantan

e Bro Ong Eng Boon is in Jurong where he
will speak at the Gospel Meeting.

® Bro Naidu is in India from 31 August
2010 and will be away for one month.

CONDOLENCES

We extend our condolences to Bro Tee
Geok Kwee & family for the loss of his

‘father, a faithful member of the church in

Johore Bahru, on 21 August 2010.




